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What we’ll cover

• 3 keys to success
• 4 steps in the 

search
• Things to consider
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But first . . .
• Scholarships defined
• Types of scholarships
• What role can 

scholarships play in 
paying for college?
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Common myths

My parent makes 
too much money.
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Communication

Three keys to success

Eligibility
requirements

Competition
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Typical timeline for search

• Junior year—Research and some 
national deadlines

• Senior year
• College deadlines 
• Monthly check-in with school counseling 

office for new applications
• VSAC timelines
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Your college or university
• Remember: 

• Meet college deadlines
• Check with each college 

to learn how receiving a 
scholarship will affect 
other financial aid.
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VSAC scholarships booklet

• Read and follow instructions.
• VSAC-assisted scholarships
• Other scholarships

Available online  
& in print 
October 2026
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Focus on local sources

• High school
• Town offices
• Employers
• Community groups

SCHOLARSHIPS—FREE MONEY



Consider global searches

• fastweb.com
• collegeboard.org

Big Future 
Scholarships

• raise.me
• unigo.com
• bold.org 
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Types of scholarships
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What about scams?

• May I have your credit 
card or bank account 
number to hold this 
scholarship?

• “You’re a finalist” 
(in a contest you 
never entered).

• We’ll do all 
the work.
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Four simple steps

Identify eligible scholarships.

Read & follow instructions.

Submit on or before the deadline.

Confirm receipt of documents.
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Next steps
• Selection
• Notification
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Remember . . .

Competition-based
• Be the best applicant.

Scholarship searches
• Consider global,  but 

focus local.

Be aware
• Effect of scholarships 

on other aid.
• Scholarship scams.

SCHOLARSHIPS—FREE MONEY



VSAC resources

• VSAC website:  vsac.org/scholarships
• College & Career 

Pathways 
workshop 
resources:
vsac.org/ccp
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Follow us
Follow us for more great info, events, 
resources, and information.

facebook.com/VermontStudent
AssistanceCorporation

@VSAC

@802vsac

Search for Vermont Student
Assistance Corporation
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