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You Can Get There from Here

PAYING FOR EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL



Multiple Paths

PAYING FOR EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

*from myfuturevt.org/types-of-education/



Multiple Paths – An Example
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REGISTERED NURSING (RN)
+ HS Diploma  →  4-year college  →→  Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN), 
RN

+ HS Diploma  →  1-year  LPN Cert  → employment → 1-year PN to ADN 
program → RN                   

+ HS Diploma w/LNA through CTE Program  → employment → LPN cert while 
working → 1-year LPN to ADN program → RN   

+ HS Diploma  → LNA → employment → Phlebotomy cert → Medical 
Assistant cert → nursing prep at CCV while working → LPN cert while working 
→ 1-year LPN to RN program → RN 

+ HS Diploma → Medical Assisting → Surgical Technical cert → Nursing prep 
at CCV → BSN, RN  



Multiple Paths – Another Example
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CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT (CM)
+ HS Diploma  →  4-year college  →→  Bachelor of Science, CM

+ HS Diploma  →  5 weeks carpentry bootcamp training → employment → 
part-time courses while working → Associate of Applied Science,  CM

+ HS Diploma w/CTE Program  → Registered Apprenticeship (less than 1 year) 
→ employment → part-time courses and additional certifications while 
working → Bachelor of Science, CM

+ HS Diploma  → 2-year program → Associate of Applied Science  
Construction Management → employment → additional training 
certifications → part-time courses while working → Bachelor of Science, CM



Advertised college price
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$35,000
(6 months)

$89,000

$37,000
 
$33,300

$356,000

$148,000

$133,200

University of Vermont

Vermont State University

NE expensive college

$14,200 $28,400
(2 years)

Community College of VT

$35,000Vermont trade school

Cost —1 yr full-time All years



Net price
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   Cost of attendance 
(minus) — Gift aid you receive                        
            (grants & scholarships) 

(equals) =   What you need to pay



Average net price
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$35,000 $24,300

$89,000

$37,000

$33,300

$22,900

$22,000

$21,300

University of Vermont

Vermont State University

NE expensive college

$14,200 $10,100Community College of VT

Vermont trade school

Cost —1 yr full-time Net price



Type of financial aid
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Grants

Scholarships
Work-study

Loans



“But I’m not planning on attending 
college – is there any help for training?”

PAYING FOR EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

• VT Advancement Grant 
• VT Trades Forgivable Loan 
• Curtis Credential of Value 

Scholarship
• Registered apprenticeships
• Program/provider funds*
• Scholarships*
• Military – current service or parent 

transfer of Post 911 GI Bill*​
• Workforce Innovation & 

Opportunity Act (WIOA)*
*May also be available for degree programs



Financial aid applications
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• Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)

• Vermont grants
• Vermont Grant
• Vermont Advancement Grant

• College/School financial aid forms
• CSS Profile

• Scholarship applications
• VSAC-assisted scholarships
• VSAC forgivable loans
• Local/school scholarships

• Loan applications



How & when to apply — Federal 
and state aid
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Applications open each Fall – usually October 1

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
• Required for ALL federal aid, some institutional aid and the Vermont Grant

• Asks for student and parent income and asset information as well as how many 
people in your family

• Fill out the application for the year you want financial aid – Juniors – 2027-2028
• Need to apply each year you want financial aid

Vermont Grant application
• Required to determine Vermont Grant eligibility
• Vermont Grants are portable – can be used in- and out-of-state

Generally, October 1 is the first date federal and state applications are available for the 
following fall’s financial aid
• First date available – NOT the deadline
• Deadlines set by colleges/universities/
   trade schools



How & when to apply — Other 
financial aid applications
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Applications open each Fall – usually October 1

College Scholarship Service (CSS) Profile
• Only some institutions require this form
• CSS maintains a list of institutions that require the form
• Deadlines can be found on colleges’ websites

• Earlier deadlines for Early Action/Early Decision 
applicants

• Requires more information than FAFSA
VSAC-Assisted Scholarships Application

• VSAC administers more than 140 scholarships and 
forgivable loans 

• Uses ONE application for them all – called the Unified 
Scholarship Application (USA)

• Deadline to get all required documents in is mid-
February



Maximizing financial aid
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• Do well in school.

• Challenge yourself.

• Increase school & community involvement.

• Communicate special circumstances to financial 
aid offices and VSAC.

• Research scholarships.

• Apply for scholarships – through VSAC, your high 
school/career center and complete applications.



Ways to reduce costs
• Dual enrollment/Fast forward*

• Early college

• Advanced Placement

• NEBHE – tuition break* 

• Consider attending local and commuting.

• Start at a school that costs less, then transfer

• CCV Vermont Transfer Guarantee

• Consider service*

• Take advantage of employer-provided 
education assistance/reimbursement*

* Can also be used for short-term and trades training.
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Ways to pay
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• Savings
• College 

savings plan

• Payment plans
• Tax credits
• Scholarships

• Parent PLUS loan
• Additional 

student loans
• Private loans
• Other borrowing 

options

Future
income

Past
income

Present
income



Next steps for junior and senior 
year

• Explore resources, such as VSAC’s 
junior and senior year checklists for 
combined admissions and financial 
aid timelines.

• Begin family conversations about 
plans for after high school – maybe 
include other important family 
members, mentors, school 
counselors when considering career 
interests and education paths.

• What education and training 
is required and available to 
pursue career goals?

• How long does it take to 
earn the credential or 
degree and what does that 
cost?

• What family resources are 
available and what can the 
family – parent(s) and 
student – afford?  

PAYING FOR EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL



VSAC resources
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VSAC website:  vsac.org/pay-resources
College & Career Pathways workshop 

resources:
vsac.org/ccp

Remember: for your education and training after high school, 
VSAC is here to help! 

https://www.vsac.org/financial-aid-college-costs
https://www.vsac.org/financial-aid-college-costs
https://www.vsac.org/financial-aid-college-costs
https://www.vsac.org/plan/college-career-pathways
https://www.vsac.org/plan/college-career-pathways


Let’s play . . .

PAYING FOR EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

https://jeopardylabs.com/play/career-and-college-pathways-financial-aid-jeopardy-11
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